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WHAT TO EXPECT

* Please review this closely and come prepared to training with
any quesftions.

e We will discuss some of these areas in greater details before
interviews begin.
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TRAINING MODULE

» Organization Background
* Program Details
* Mock Interviews Agenda

e How to Interview
* What to Expect
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ABOUT SEEDS

* Nonprofit organization founded in 1992 that prepares
motivated, high-achieving, low-income students for
admissions to private schools and colleges/universities across

the country

* Our programs provide a combination of rigorous coursework
and tailored support designed to develop the intellectual
curiosity and leadership potential of our students for long-term

SUCCESS
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OUR PROGRAMS

* College Scholars Program
e Scholars Program

* Young Scholars Program




SCHOLARS PROGRAM
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* 14-month educational experience
designed to nurture a students’
critical thinking skills, love of
learning and self-confidence.

 Goal: Ensure that each scholar is
admitted to a selective school with
substantial financial aid packages
to make their education affordable.
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THE JOURNEY OF A SEEDS SCHOLAR
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MOCK INTERVIEWS

* During Scholars Academy
Saturdays, Scholars prepare
and finalize their
independent school
applications.

« SEEDS hosts mock interviews
for Scholars to practice their
interviewing skills as they
progress through this
admissions process.

° ® Access Changes
® g ®  Everything”

ACCESS CHANGES EVERYTHING ™



MOCK INTERVIEWS AGENDA

5:30pm
6:00pm
6:30pm
6:45pm
/:15pm
3:00pm

Training

First round of Mock Interviews

Complete first round rubrics

Second round of Mock Interviews
Complete second round rubrics

Return all rubrics to SEEDS staff member

*Times subject to change
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How to Interview
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Each volunteer will interview alone and
pose as an independent school
admissions representative

Volunteers will interview the scholar
and their parent(s)/guardian(s)
separately, both 15 minutes each.

At the end of the interview, volunteers
will spend 2 minutes sharing with the
family:
1. What they did exceptionally well during the
interview

2.  What they should work on to get better



Suggested Questions

* Review the PDF of questions to ask during interview

» Categories: There are questions to get you started,
guestions about leadership experience and even questions
to ask about the school experience they want

* There are also questions for you to ask parents.

* Feel free to add questions you love to the conversation and
remember to introduce yourself!
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INTERVIEW NOTES

Please write clearly — they will see what you write!

SCHOLAR MOCK INTERVIEW RUBRIC (15 MINUTES)
Fill out form

completely

Scholar Name: Interviewer Name:

ite: MEB PIN NA Date:

o
Score- 1=POOR _ 2=AVERAGE  3-G00D _ 4=VERY GDOD S=EXCELLENT
—
CATEGORY SCORE COMMENTS
I. APPEARANCE & POISE
1 2 3
. . Does the student give an appropriate greeting and handshake?
S C 0 rl n g R u b r I C Is the student dressed professionally snd appropristely?
Does the student appear confident and poised?
Does the student maintain good posture? 4 5
1 - PO O r - Does the student maintain good eye contact with the interviewer(s)?

2 = Average
3 =Good
4 = Very Good

Il. PRESENTATION & ENTHUSIASM
- Does the student answer each guestion with clarty and appropriate 1 2 3

content?
Does the student “sell” his/her skills and talents?
Is the student enthusiastic in discussing his/her academic/ long-term
educational goals? 4 5
Does the student appear prepared and knowledgesble sbout the school
he/she is applying for?
Does the student express and show a strong interest in the school?

5 Exce | | e nt - Does the student appear to give sard, honest 7
IIl. DELIVERY & LANGUAGE
- Does the student use proper language and enunciate his/her 1 2 3
responses?

Is the student’s volume/loudness appropriate?
Is the student professionsl and mature throughout the interview?
Does the student appear to be comfortable with the interviewer(s)? 4 5

Circle each score. Each category should have :
comments to back up its score. There is a . 32::::::::::?:.v;e.;.::::‘:.;::;hn::::::::;:::;::O
section at the bottom of the page for e 1 atl sapects? Lo s
comments. You are welcome to use the back
of the page as well. Be honest and
constructive! otes
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INTERVIEW NOTES

,,(,,},,,,H.ﬁmﬁﬁ?’w%ﬂjﬁlmm Here’s YVhat d completed
- form with scores, notes

and comments should
look like.

— -
CATEGDRY
|. APPEARANCE 4 PO BEf
Coes the L gl am ap|
5 1he 51 e Ega L

Make sure to turn this
into a SEEDS staff
member before you
leave!

This information should /?E oS
be typed . Oy el e
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NOTES CONTI...

* Volunteers are encouraged to take notes during
the interview and make final scores once it is over

* Notes should focus on areas of improvement and
give suggestions on how to improve

 Please remember Scholars and parents will see
your notes Vo
. OEEDS
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What to Expect

» Volunteers, expect to be impressed with
our Scholars! However, we still want to
use this time to give valuable feedback to
our students. Everyone has room for
growth. Treat this mock interview as if it
were the real thing.

* Scholars will come with questions about
an independent school. Do not feel bad it
you cannot answer them!
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Thank you for Volunteering!
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Questions?
Contact Nricks@seedsaccess.org



