
YES!
Over, please.

Here’s my 
gift of:

Most high school students don’t love getting up early on Saturday mornings. But 
when I was part of the SEEDS College Scholars Program, I couldn’t wait for my 
alarm to go off!

I remember that time being the happiest period of my life. I knew I was doing 
something good for myself and for my future. I was investing in me, and I loved 
every second of it.

Today, it’s clear to me that SEEDS changed the trajectory of my entire life. 

My ancestors in Ecuador were farmers with little or no education. My parents are 
immigrants. SEEDS gave me access and opportunities I never would have had otherwise.

SEEDS saw me even when others didn’t.  
They saw me even when I didn’t see myself.

But it’s not just a “me” thing. It’s bigger than that.

When I think about the person I’m becoming, it’s going to impact my family and my future family. 
I’m building that generational knowledge and wealth.

I always knew college was something I was going to do. It was just a matter of how I was 
going to get there. As a first-generation student, I had no one to lean on. I didn’t know how to 
get from Point A to Point B—or where Point B even was. 

SEEDS was exactly what I needed. They helped me with everything, from the big picture to the 
smallest detail. SEEDS has a lot of credibility, and what I needed was people I could trust
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We were just 12 and 13 when SEEDS opened the door to a world we 
hadn’t yet imagined — Saturday classes, summer at boarding school, 
and a whole new standard of excellence. What started as a program 
soon became a life-changing journey. 

We are Esther Clovis and Romane Paul, and as spring blooms around 
us, we reflect on the deep roots that were planted during our time 
in SEEDS. Like most of our SEEDS peers, we were first introduced 
to SEEDS through family, friends and other community members 
who identified us as high-achieving students yearning for a great 
education. 

At SEEDS, we embraced challenges, like waking up a few hours 
earlier in the morning to catch the bus for Saturday class or adapting 
to a higher level of academic rigor that demanded time and effort 
but made us sharper and thoughtful students. These experiences 
became the foundation of our personal and professional lives.

Because of SEEDS, we attended Oak Knoll School and Church Farm 
School for high school, then Princeton and Swarthmore for college. 
We taught through Teach for America and later earned law degrees 
from the University of Pennsylvania Law School and Columbia Law 
School. It was at a New York law firm that we met — two SEEDS 
alumni whose journeys were shaped by the same remarkable start. 

Had we not participated in SEEDS, success would have 
looked a lot different for us. SEEDS provided us with a bonding 
experience unlike any other during a formative time in our lives. It 
is the place where we learned the value of integrity and work ethic, 
and met other brilliant students, some of whom became our best 
friends. It is that same sense of community that continues to inspire 
us to support SEEDS today. 
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As alumni, we understand the power of what it means to give back. 
We are proud to contribute to SEEDS’ future and ensure that others 
can experience the same transformative journey we did.

You can make a difference by contributing today. Your gift will 
provide the resources that continue to nurture the next generation 
of SEEDS students — people who will, like us, carry forward the 
legacy of this organization and the relationships they form here.  

Together, we can ensure that SEEDS remains a place where 
partnerships — both in learning and in life — can thrive. Thank you 
for being part of this community, and for helping to make these 
stories of connection, growth, and success possible. 

With heartfelt gratitude, 

Scan here to hear from Esther & Romane  
about their SEEDS experience and why 
they continue to support our mission.
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